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Dear Residents 
Just before Christmas we heard the really good 
news that our Stage 2 application to the Big 
Lottery Fund for a grant of £497,000 to develop 
the Village Hall had been successful. Although it 
does not guarantee, on its own, that we will 
finally be awarded the whole grant, it is by far the 
biggest hurdle to overcome in the application 
process. They would not have given approval at 
this stage if they weren’t fully supportive of our 
project and confident in our ability to manage it. 
It’s very good news to get through to the third 
and final stage. 

We still have to submit and be successful with our 
third and final stage of our application. This 
requires us to firm up on the detail of our plans 
and we have until mid-May to submit this final 
application, after which the Big Lottery Fund will 
have up to three months to make their final 
decision to grant us the full amount.   
To help us with the cost of preparing this 
application, we have been awarded £30,000  
(out of the £497,000) which we are using to 
engage our architects to produce detailed 

architectural drawings and detailed 
specifications. We plan to have these ready for 
putting out to tender by mid-February and we 
anticipate having at least three quotations in by 
the end of March. There is, of course, a 
considerable amount of associated work that has 
to be done alongside this.  
In addition to the Lottery Grant and the £40,000 
contribution from our own funds, raised through 
generous personal donations and fundraising 
efforts, we still need to secure another £105,000 
to fully fund the project. We now have reached 
80% of our target and we are now busy applying 
to additional funding sources for the remaining 
£105,000. So, there’s still a little way to go but 
our final target is now eminently achievable. 
Without the tremendous effort from those who 
have organised 
fundraising events and 
those who have so 
generously donated 
personally, either at the 
events or directly through 
gift-aid, the success of this project would not be 
possible. The latest – the Auction of Promises – 
raised £3,636 - a fantastic achievement. 
The next event is a family indoor games 
evening, planned for Saturday 18th 
January from 7pm until 9.30 pm. Tickets 
are £4.00 for adults and £1 for children – 
available from Patti Earl,  831 638 or 
David Wood, 832 430. 
 Please support these events if you can. 

 

Bill Oakey 
It was extremely sad to hear about the death in early January of Bill Oakey, who was, apart from all his other 
commitments, a Trustee of the Village Hall. Bill was a tireless and enthusiastic member of the group, who readily 
gave up his time and offered his considerable experience to help us transform the Hall and was instrumental in 
helping us set up our bi-monthly newsletter. He will be sadly missed by all of us.                  



  

News from the 
shop Floor 
With the great news from the Big Lottery 
comes the realisation that our community 
shop can become a reality. The NCS 
committee has been quietly working 
towards this moment and can now start to 
put in place plans to create a community 
shop to rival any in the district. 
This means a shop which will serve the 
people of Barham and Kingston and to 
achieve this we will need input from 
residents of the parish.  Over the coming 
weeks we will be asking you to tell us what 
you want from the new shop once it is installed in the extended village hall. In the meantime members of 
the committee are visiting other community stores and so far we have been impressed and excited by 
what we have seen and by the considerable advice we have received from those who have already realised 
their dreams. 
 

 

Are you a NCS shareholder? Over 200 Barham residents have joined. As members have the 
opportunity to influence how the shop evolves. A share cost £10.  
For more information email Sarah Adamson at Sl.adamson@btinternet.com or Michael Pearson on 832 918 
or email mapkent@btconnectt.com 
 

The Cinema Company – at the Hall 

February 21st - Captain Phillips 
March and April         - Gravity and - Philomena    (Exact dates to be announced) 
 
  

Ide Hill Community Shop near Brasted Kent 

Slindon Forge, West Sussex 

We have a skilled committee dedicated to 
this project but one of the primary 
outcomes of other stores we have visited is 
the bringing together of people from all 
parts of the community.  
 
If you would like to become involved in any 
way whether by helping with or instigating 
fund-raising events or because you have 
experience which might be relevant please 
contact Michael Pearson on 01227 832 918 
or email 
 mapkent@btconnect.com. 
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